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Some remarks on the painted plaster at Kom al-Samak (5)

Notes on the Architectural Fragments
from the Desert Altar “Kom al-Samak” in Malgata South

Shin-ichi NISHIMOTO *

Abstract
The architectural fragments found at the desert altar, so-called “Kom al-Samak”, in Malqata

South are observed and discussed in detail in this paper, along with introducing much
resembling painted plaster denuded at the Malgata palace located approximately 2 km to the
northeast from the altar. Initially the original position of corner fragments is presumed to have
been derived from the lintel of doorway, based on the traces of wood imprint visible on the
reverse side. On the large torus fragment it is natural to suppose to have belonged to the
main entrance of the building, however the original form should be elucidated that the torus
would have run horizontally and ended on both sides, evidenced from the traces of painted
cavetto cornice above and the presence of the end of torus molding on the left. In the case
of the desert altar, no stone door-jambs seem to have been used, as well as the case of the
main palace of Malqgata, attested by the imprint of wooden round beam. Concerning the study
to render the reconstructed original form of the altar, several buildings including the throne
dais and other platforms are mentioned for reference. A comprehensive topographical investi-
gation, in particular on the ancient causeway and “the suntemple” referred by C.Nims and W.
C. Hayes, is still awaited, and the function of this small building should be determined under
the context of the whole structure of the palace-city, with comparing some parallels of the

New Kingdom.

* EREAASIE T HEIER % Associate Professor, Department of Architecture, Waseda University
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